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Moossmp Outstanding Travel Plan: For the third year running, we have achieved an

Outstanding Grade for our Travel Plan. | have never before come across a school

Eoucmou getting a hat-trick of Outstanding Plans. This is a fantastic achievement and we are
aseneeaveceanzozs - yary proud. Well done to Sarah and the staff for all the hard work that goes into this.

Last week we held a cycle event for all of the children in Year 4
and Year 5. It was organised by the Herts Disability and Sports
Foundation whose aim is to ensure every child has a bicycle
and can ride it. What a great ambition! The day is free and
children are able to bring their bikes. The bikes get serviced to
ensure they are road worthy and if necessary bikes are taken
away and brought back when ready. For those who don’t have '
bikes they bring some in, including a 3-wheeler for one child, so that every child can take partin a
cycling lesson. They will be coming back to donate bikes to those that don’t currently have one. |
am so impressed by the work that they do and the impact it has on children.

Year 3 Trip: Last Friday, Year 3 went out to Celtic Harmony For an Iron
Age experience Day They were Iron Age Farmers for the day and
learned about making clothing. They had a turn at weaving on
weighted looms and dyed string using natural ingredients to make
bracelets They found out about food by grinding grain on a quern
stone then using flour to make flat bread. They also made soup using
cabbage and herbs grinding the ingredients in a mortar and pestle.
Despite the wet weather they had a great day and learned a lot.

The window replacement started this week and will continue Thank you to the
over half term and into the 2™ half of this term. We are so Qg == B | parents who came in
pleased with the work so far and when the cladding above ‘--- to the Tales Together
the windows is done, it will look brilliant. Well done to the ‘--- this morning. This is
staff, children and parents who have already had to cope a lovely way to
with being in different places and use different routes for .- encourage the
pick up and drop off. children to read.

Uniform: Please make sure your child’s uniform follows the policy (on the website) and that
clothes have no logos other than the school one. please also name all items. It makes such a
difference to all of us when we can identify and return missing items.

SAEE After half term, we will be enforcing a No Wellies, No Field rule at

semos st v break and lunchtimes. Children will only be able to go on the field if

f"‘f”f:’m“w::; they are wearing wellies. This is to reduce the amount of mud tracked

in through the school. Please make sure your children have wellies

READY that remain in school as well as the appropriate indoor footwear to

Wensarraiire v ilaraea | change into.

ot e Have a super half term and | look forward to seeing all of the children
back on Tuesday 24™ Feb. Mr Fisher

pEbCl 5O : PETS AS

T §§E§§§ THERAPY




Type of query

Member of staff to contact

Safeguarding/child
protection

Mr Fisher, Mrs Cracknell, Miss
Borgeat,
Mrs Poole and Mrs Richardson

Any issues relating to
your child or another
child in the class

Email admin to arrange a meeting,
sometimes a phase leader may join
this meeting

If you do not feel the
issue has been resolved
or you may need more

advice.

Step 1 Phase Leader
EYFS-Miss White

Year 1 - 3- Mrs Christman
Yea 4 - 6 -Mr Chandler

Step 2 Deputy Headteacher
Mrs Hannah Cracknell

Step 3 Headteacher- Mr Fisher

Inclusion/ Special
Educational Needs

Miss Borgeat

Looked After and
Previously Looked After
Children

Mrs Cracknell

. Miss Byrne
Payments/Finance .

y /Fi Mrs Tilbury

Admissions Miss Byrne

Complaints

Please refer to school complaints
policy on the website.



https://www.hollybush.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.hollybush.herts.sch.uk/
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Upeoming L

February March
Wednesday 4th Cycle event - Years 4 and 5 Monday 2nd Y6 Bike ability - all week
Friday 6th vear 3trip tgaCr:gclc Harmony Monday 2nd Secondary allocation day
Friday 13th Tales together Tuesday 3™ Y4 pedestrian skills
Friday 13th End of half te|.’m finish normal Thursday 5 School council VI.SIt to the
time Houses of Parliament
Monday 23™ Inset day - School closed Thursday 5% Y2 scooter sessions
Tuesday 24th Back to school Thursday 5th World book day
Parents evening / stepping Mastering number workshop -
Wednesday 25th stones - Nursery / Reception Monday 9th Reception parents
Years 2-6 and the Nest
Parents evening / stepping Friday 20th Odd Socks Day - Down
Thursday 26th stones - Reception and Years syndrome awareness
2-6
. Informal school photo’s - Monday 23rd Rock steady concert
Thursday 26 R
individual only
Wednesday 25% Parents evening / stepping
stones - Year 1
Thursday 26th Y5 trip to Knebworth House
April oronte ovenine / staon
Thursday 26th arents evening / stepping
stones - Year 1
Monday 13% Everyone back to school
Friday 27th Tales together
Thursday 16th Primary allocation day
Friday 27th End of term 1:15pm finish
Tuesday 28th Y1 visit to Hertford Museum

1o



https://www.instagram.com/hollybush_primary_school_herts/?hl=en-gb
https://m.facebook.com/groups/780651695281247?group_view_referrer=search

Stoff book review
By Miss White

The Book With No Pictures might not look very exciting at
first... because it has no pictures at all! But don't be fooled!

BO Ok B.J. Novak has written a story that proves you don't need
. colourful illustrations to have lots of fun. Instead, the
WIth magic happens in the words. The person reading the book
NO has to say everything on the page — even the completely
. silly, ridiculous and sometimes embarrassing bits! This
Pictures mokes story time extro. funny, especially when grown-ups

have to say nonsense words and make strange noises.

B.J.Novak

Even though there are no pictures, children use
their imaginations to create their own funny
images in their heads. It's a brilliant reminder

that words can be just as powerful as
illustrations.

My favourite part is when the reader has to say
all the silly sounds out loud. It always makes
everyone burst into laughter and it's the kind of
book that gets funnier every time you read it.

What makes The Book With No Pictures really
special is how it brings people together. It turns
reading into shared fun and makes everyone in
the room giggle.

It's perfect for reading aloud at home and
guaranteed to brighten up story time.




Reception

3,2,1...BLAST OFF &%

Last week we headed into space for an exciting
adventure! We learnt the names of all the planets
in our Solar System and discovered what makes
each one special. We found out that some planets
are extremely hot, while others are freezing cold.
Some are rocky, and others are dusty and covered
in gas. We also learnt all about astronauts — what
they do, what they wear and how they travel into
space. We became astronauts ourselves and tasted
freeze-dried space ice cream! We compared it to
our usual ice cream, and lots of us thought it was
delicious! Using cardboard boxes and large wooden
blocks, we worked together to build our own
rockets. Once they were ready, we put on our space
suits and prepared for take-off!

After landing back on Earth, we became artists
this week. We explored a range of materials to
create different types of marks, including
pencils, felt tips, chalk and crayons. we
practised making long and short marks, thick
and thin lines, and straight and curved shapes.
We also learnt about observational drawing. we
looked very carefully at a daffodil, noticing its
shapes, colours and details before drawing it
ourselves.




Year 2

English —In English, we have been reading Astro Girl, a story that
celebrates curiosity, bravery and following your dreams. The children have
been learning about the features of fact files and using these to create
their own. They carried out simple research using non-fiction books about
astronauts, the moon and space, and used what they found to write short
factual sentences. We also explored how contents pages help us find
information quickly and learned that glossaries explain new or tricky
words.

History — Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole « Edith Cavell In History,
we have been learning about three remarkable women who helped others
in different ways: Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell. The
children explored how each woman cared for people, made brave choices,
and changed hospitals and nursing forever. We talked about why they are
remembered today and how their actions still inspire us.

2 computing - Bee-Bots In
Computing, the children have been
programming Bee-Bots. They learned
how to give clear instructions, plan
simple routes and work together to
solve problems. This has helped them
develop early coding skills and '

teamwork.

RE — Muslim Stories of Compassion
In RE, we listened to Muslim stories

caring for others. The children
discussed how small acts of kindness
#l can make a big difference and thought
| about ways they can show compassion
| in their own lives.




Year Y

I can't quite believe we've just come to the end of 7 week half-term; it's been non-stop. The children have
really enjoyed learning all about the Windrush Generation through our English text, ‘Granny came here on
the Empire Windrush'. It's a beautiful story about a little girl called Ava learning all about the experiences
of her Granny who migrated to England from Trinidad in 1948. The children have produced some
wonderful writing using this story as a stimulus. Today, they wrote speeches in the role of Ava who
described the life story of her Granny. Below is some of their writing.

aherso— Onthe bug, o
wasn'tused 10 o Wem the man and f " day, she met
Firstly, she o came she ﬂ{OugRonan ell in love and jp the

end they got married! Yasin

My granny is a superstar
because she didn’t give up and

{ried to find friends when she

S \ was hew "'O England. HOSOH

EMPIRE  WINDRygy

['E*./n' 1 LONDON - ','n.
che arrived- Firstly, she worked. in o noisy
hard for her when nd she ry. Even tho he
 wos herd FO7 1 1 vo her and <08 fctory. Evnthglhe v
fvery one W the weather here. 4 lucky, in some ways she had a
wasn't used ’;\°h  tamily, friends Gf‘s hard, time. Secondly, racism
really m|ss<;er work place Wos noisY was very bad and she didnt
Trinida - alof .- haw lends. Mari
4 didn't pay e many friends. Maria
being
hank you for listening a:k()]\ou’f my Secondl,
... Tha o | was talking fo. | TY Work hours ey, 50 [
polite while 4 .mcred'\b\e ire. an z‘zm’nﬂ, Also, [ g
granny's €°° 0\;‘ | would be 50 5¢ ! " i
\ove her SO Tf\e her ears,
he died. A 5‘”{@ beca

My Granny is the bravest person I've ever met because to sail
alone at a young age for nearly a. month must be very scary,
and she left her family and friends back home. In this speech,
I'm going to talk about my brave, independent Granny's life.
Maisie



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Granny-Came-Here-Empire-Windrush/dp/1788008146
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Granny-Came-Here-Empire-Windrush/dp/1788008146

RESIST

TOM PALMER i

WOW Wha?t OIJOIW) IDMC/?@GJ hﬂl/f 7Lerm 7%/3 hOIS been NO?L OV)/_Lj have we o/emt WI?% H)e onges*

GIOIFIQQS?L amc/ VHOS?L rmsemb/e VHOVH% 07[ H)e year bM?L we L)OIV@ momagea’ 7L0 7(I7L In some amazmg

/earning too. We have exla/orea/ some fantastic books in our Eng/ish lessons, with the children
Inarﬁcu/ar/y ery'oying 'Boy In The Tower /oy Po//y Ho-Yen which inslgirea/ them to write some
ferrific stories of their own. Their maths a[oi/hty continues fo come on /ea/ps and bounds and |
was so imlpresseo/ with how ery navigmlea/ their /earning about a/gebra which at first H)ey
found so o/aun*ing.

We have been o/ea/ing with the 7Lric/ey concelmt of evolution and natural selection in Science and
the children have asked rea//y Inrobing quesfions fo he//o further their una/ers*ano/ing as well as
ery'oying using tweezers and fingers in an inves*igaﬁon that modelled natural selection in
Darwins finches. In PE H]ey have shown gremt skill in their hoc/eey lessons but | was a/oso/mte/y
stunned with the enthusiasm and rhy#lm that ery a/islp/ayea/ in their dance lessons. | serious/y
have never faugﬁnt a class that has Iperformeo/ with such confidence and enjoymenf

They have understood the concelmt of 9/0190// trade rea//y well and have used their /enow/eo/ge fo
create a sandwich where each ingrea/iem‘ has its origins in a different counfry. We will be
ma/eing these sandwiches in our DI lesson this week. There has been so much more /earning as
well that | cant fit it all info this space; suffice to say that the class have worked rea//y hard

this half ferm and we all deserve a nice break.

NO'IL /ong MH?Li/ Hwe beHer wem%er comes a/ong (ana/ SATS/)




Online Safety

Last Tuesday, 10" February, was Safer Internet Day. This year's theme
was ‘Smart tech, safe choices - Exploring the safe and responsible use of
AI' A number of classes explored what AI is and how it can be used
safely and responsibly. On my way home from school today, I was
listening to an American science fiction author expressing his opinion
that AI was overhyped and the AI bubble would soon burst. He may have
a point but many of us are using it and we need to use it safely and know
its limitations. My class (Year Y) watched the BBC Safer Internet Day live
lesson. It's worth a watch if you didn't see it - link here. The main
messages were is that Al is only as good as the information it is ‘fed’. we
should always question the accuracy and reliobility of the information Al
gives us. The children were also reminded about the importance of never
sharing personal information with AL Chatbots are becoming
increasingly sophisticated and appear almost human like. The children
were encouraged to always talk to a trusted adult about things they're
worried about not a chatbot!

Here are some useful websites with helpful information about AT:

What is Al and is it safe? (Internet Matters - for parents/carers)

Introducing AL Building the basics (BBC Bitesize - for children)

What is AI? What does artificial intelligence do? (Newsround article -
2019 - an fairly old article but still contains useful information)



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/zcbhdnb#zx9vmbk
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/using-artificial-intelligence/what-is-ai-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/z97cs82#z66cfdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/49274918
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