
Welcome to Reception

Miss White, Miss Barker, Mrs Speed



School 
Rules 







Our Learning in Reception
Children in Reception work towards 17 Early Learning Goals, 
assessed at the end of the year. 

Prime Areas:
- Personal, Social, Emotional Development 

- Communication and Language
- Physical Development 

Specific Areas: 
- Literacy
- Maths

- Understanding the World
- Expressive Art and Design



We have built a 
curriculum based on 
children’s interests and 
the world around them. 
We focus on Big Ideas 
that children will work 
towards over a period of 
time. We link our learning 
to every area of the Early 
Years framework. 

Our Learning This Term



Our Weekly Timetable 

Forest School is 
on a Thursday 

afternoon.

PE with Matt is 
on a Friday 
afternoon.



Phonics
We teach phonics through our Read Write Inc, 
programme. 

Children take part in small group sessions every morning. 
These begin at 9:20 every day.

Children begin by learning individual sounds and how to 
blend for reading. 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/



Fred Talk
Fred is a very special frog who can only speak in sounds. He 
says m-a-t or sh-o-p. He helps children sound out words for 
reading and spelling. This is a very important step for children 
learning to read and write, as they need to be able to 
successfully hear how sounds can be combined to make words 
first.  

‘Fred says put your hands on your l-e-g’. ‘Fred says put your 
hands on your b-a-ck’. 'Fred says touch your f-oo-t’.

Other ideas: animal noises, actions, point to.., finger numbers
 



Reading at Home
Children will bring a pack of sound cards home each week 
containing the sounds learnt in school that week.

When children are able to blend these sounds into words, they 
will bring home a reading book matched to their ability. 

Please spend time practising these sounds alongside your child, 
and playing some Fred Talk games together. 

Please ensure that reading folders are in school every day. 



What can you do to support your child?
- Be a ‘talk a lot’ family! – Talk, talk and talk to your child as much as 

possible, use new and ambitious vocabulary, build interesting sentences 
together, modelling good language

- Talk about emotions - Explaining thoughts and feelings, expressing 
themselves and being able to calm themselves down when something has 
upset them. 

- Read to your child every day - Ask lots of questions and share opinions

- Listen to your child read / practice their sounds every day - The 
expectation is 5-10 minutes every day, remember to play some Fred Talk 
games!



What can you do to support your child?
- Practise writing skills – Writing their name, writing a shopping list, 

writing birthday cards – use lower case letters and sound names

- Count and talk about numbers  – Spot numbers on the bus or door 
numbers when you walk to school, counting how many steps on the 
stairs

- Practising independent dressing skills  - Putting on and fastening 
their shoes and coat, doing up zips, putting on gloves and changing 
their clothes. 

- Ensure your child is in school, on time, every day – Please record 
any absences via Arbor. 



Our Reception Everywhere Bear
Our Everywhere Bear will come home with one child at the end 
of each week. Please take some photos of what you and the 
Everywhere Bear get up to and email them by the following 
Tuesday to admin@hollybush.herts.sch.uk 
Following the Everywhere Bear’s visit, your child will have a 
chance to share their photos with their friends during our News 
from Home session.
We always love to know about anything exciting happening! 
Please do email us any photos or information about anything 
else you have been up to. 

mailto:admin@hollybush.herts.sch.uk


How will we communicate with you?
Arbor - Key communications (e.g. daily messages, letters) and 
is also how you will make any necessary payments to the 
school. 
Social Media – Like and follow Hollybush Primary School on 
Facebook and Instagram
Newsletter  – The Hollybush Bulletin emailed home 
fortnightly 
Seesaw - WOW moments shared with you via the app
We will be available to speak to you before/ after school but please 
be aware this is often a busy time. We are always happy to call or 
email you or arrange a suitable time for a meeting (face to face or 
via phone call).



Safeguarding

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

Mr Fisher- Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mrs Cracknell- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Borgeat- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Richardson- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs Poole-Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 



Upcoming Dates
Wednesday 24th / Thursday 25th September - Meet the 
Teacher meetings - after school - book via Arbor 

Thursday 16th October - Stay and Play - 8:40am - 
9:40am

Friday 24th October - Tales Together - 8:40am - 
9:00am



Thank you for 
coming!

Any questions? 


