
THE NEST CURRICULUM OVERVIEW AUTUMN TERM
Big Ideas Key Texts Key Learning

Questions
Key Vocabulary Key Songs Literacy Links

Sensory Stories
Autumn 1 MARVELLOUS

ME
I wonder what
makes me, me?

Feelings

Who am I?
Who lives in
my family?

Mummy, Daddy,
brother, sister

Eyes, ears, mouth,
and nose

Emotions

Head Shoulders
Knees and Toes

Baa Baa Black
sheep

5 Little Ducks
Went swimming
one day

The Wheels on
the Bus

I am the music
man

Santa got stuck
up the chimney

The train ride

We are going on a
bear hunt

AUTUMN
I Wonder if you go
down the wood
today, would you
believe your
eyes?

What do you
notice
outside?

What does a
pumpkin look
like?

colours, fluffy,
prickly, shiny, soft,
rough, smooth



Autumn 2 CELEBRATIONS
I wonder what’s
special?
1 week

What colours
do you
notice?

poppies, bang,
rocket, fireworks

WORLD
NURSERY
RHYME WEEK

5 Current
Buns

Incy Wincy
Spider

Old
MacDonald

The Big
Ship Sails

Twinkle
Twinkle

Which one is
your
favourite?

PEOPLE: MY
SCHOOL
COMMUNITY
I wonder, what
kind of place is
this?

2 weeks

Who are my
teachers?

tunnel, lighthouse,
station



INTO WINTER
I wonder why it is
so cold out there?

I wonder, will it
snow?

1 weeks

How does it
feel outside?

cold, ice, snow

CHRISTMAS
2 weeks

What shall we
put on the
Christmas
tree?

tree, Santa, sleigh

Cultural Capital Autumn Key Celebrations
● Settling in activities
● Marvellous Me books
● Walk around the school
● Stay and play with parents
● Breakfast and read with parents

● Autumn Welly Walk
● Weekly School library visit
● Making Diwali Lamp
● Listening and learning music from

different cultures

● Halloween
● Harvest
● Diwali
● Hanukkah
● Remembrance Day
● Bonfire Night
● Christmas

RECEPTION OVERVIEW CURRICULUM LINKS 2023-2024 AUTUMN
Big Ideas Development Matters Statements

Autumn 1 MARVELLOUS ME UW: Notice differences between people



I wonder what makes me, me?

Feelings

UW: Explore materials with different properties

EAD: Explore paints using fingered and other body parts

Autumn 2 UW:Explore natural materials indoors and outdoors.

EAD: Show attention to sounds and music.

EAD: Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds.


