
 

 

NURSERY CURRICULUM OVERVIEW SPRING TERM 

 Big Ideas Key Texts Non-fiction texts 
Key Learning 
Questions  

Key Vocabulary Key songs/rhymes  
Maths - White 
Rose  

Spring 1 

ON THE MOVE 
 
I wonder, are we 
there yet?  
  
Space 
 
 

  

 
 
What are stars?  
What is the 
moon? 
What planet do 
we live on?  

 
Rocket 
star, space, 
planet, moon, 
dark  

 
 
Twinkle twinkle 
little star 
 
5 little men in a 
flying saucer 
 
Zoom zoom 
zoom, we’re going 
to the moon   

Comparison 1  
 
Counting 2  

FROZEN  

 

I wonder, can I 
have a pet penguin?  
 
Arctic animals / the 
cold 
 
1 week 

  

Where do 
penguins or polar 
bears live? 
What is it like 
there?  

penguin, polar 
bear, ice, snow, 
frozen 

5 little polar 
bears  
I’m a little 
penguin  

Pattern 2  
Recognising 
repeated 
patterns  



 

AROUND THE 

WORLD WITH 

NURSERY  

I wonder, what is it 
like around the big 
wide world?  
 
 
Link to children, 
parents/carers in to 
help  
 
Lunar New Year  

 

2 weeks 
 

 
 

 
Where do we 
come from? 
Can we come 
from different 
countries? 
What countries do 
our families come 
from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do people 
celebrate Lunar 
New Year?  

Family 
world, countries, 
heritage, 
different, same 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
China, dragon, 
snake, celebration  

 
Shape, space 
and measure 2 

 

I wonder, how do 
we get there ? 
 

1 week  
 

 

Does it go on the 
road, water or in 
the air?  
How do I get to 
school?  
 

 
The wheels on the 
bus 
 

 



 

Spring 2 

History  

I wonder, how have 
I changed?  
 
1 week 

  

What could I do 
as a baby? 
What can I do 
now?  

baby, child, adult, 
grow, change  

 Subitising 2 

DT  

 

I wonder, what 
makes a strong 
house? 
 

1 week  
 

 

What makes a 
strong house?  
What can I use to 
build?  

materials, straw, 
sticks, bricks, 
strong, weak 

The house that 
Jack built  

Subitising 2  

ONCE UPON A 

TIME 

 

I wonder, what 
would it be like to 
step into a book? 
 
World Book Day 

 

1 week 

TBC TBC 
What is your 
favourite book?  

book, author, 
illustrator  

 Counting 3  

SPRING / frogs 

 

I wonder, what 
makes Spring 
special?  
 

2 weeks  

 

 
 

 

What do I notice 
in Spring?  
How do frogs 
grow? 

Spring, season, 
lamb, blossom, 
chick  
 
Frog, tadpole 
frogspawn, life 
cycle  

5 little speckled 
frogs 

Counting 3  
 
Shape, space 
and measure 3  
 
 



 

EASTER 

 

I wonder, why is 
Easter special for 
Christians?  
 

1 week 
 

 

Why do some 
people celebrate 
Easter?  

Easter, easter 
bunny, eggs, 
Jesus, cross, 
tomb, heaven 

 
Shape, space 
and measure 3  

 

Key Celebrations  
 

• Chinese New Year – 29th January  

• Valentine’s Day – 14th February  

• Ramadan – 28th February – 30th March  

• Shrove Tuesday / Ash Wednesday – 4th/5th March  

• World Book Day – 6th March  

• Holi – 14th March  

• World Downs Syndrome Day – 21st March 

• Mother’s Day – 30th March  

• Easter – 20th April  

 


