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Key Learning 

 A Tanka is a traditional form of free-verse Japanese poetry  

 A Tanka has a specific number of syllables in each line, totalling 31 
syllables 

 Tankas are short poems that are made up of a three line stanza that 
follows the syllable pattern of 5-7-5 and a couplet made up of two lines 
that are both seven syllables long. 

 These poems traditionally are about seasons, nature, desires or feelings 

Key Vocabulary  

Tanka free-verse syllables  

stanza couplet  

Organisation for my writing  

My Tanka consists of five lines  

There are thirty-one syllables in 
my Tanka 

 

There are five syllables in the 
first and third lines of my 

Tanka 
 

There are seven syllables in the 
second, fourth and fifth lines of 

my Tanka 
 

There is no end punctuation or 
rhyming in my Tanka  

 

What should I already know? 
- The main features of different types of poems including rhyming 

couplets, sense poems, acrostic poems and list poems 
 
 

 


